Greetings in the name of our risen Lord Jesus Christ!
Thank you for worshiping with us!

Christmas Eve Candlelight

December 24, 2025

Grace Lutheran Church, Pembine, WI
W8014 Minnie St, Pembine, WI 54156
Reverend Gene Wickman Presiding & Preaching

“Dedicated to Christ, committed to community by sharing His love.”

Pastor Gene Wickman: 920-979-8697
Church: 715-324-5899 or pembinegrace@gmail.com



Order of Worship

Prelude

Fanfare on “Joytothe World”. . ............. ... ... ... .... Paul Fey

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

Invocation

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior,
Prince of Peace. Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.

Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and
despair. We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for
your love; we have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not
always embraced your message of peace.

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess
our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent
systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good
news.

Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.
Amen.

God'’s grace upon grace flows over you. - Christ's presence redeems the whole
creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen.



Gathering Hymn

“OCome,AllYe Faithful” . .......... ... .. ... . .. ELW #283

O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - ftion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit -1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade



Lighting the Christ Candle

We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ, as we await the
blessed hope and manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior.

Now is the moment to wake from sleep, for salvation is nearer to us now than
when we first believed.

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony
with one another, welcoming one another, just as Christ welcomed us, for the
glory of God.

Be patient and strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.

We are called to be saints of God, bearing witness to the light of Jesus
Christ.

Now the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.

The night is far gone; the day is here.




“It Came Upon the MidnightClear”............................ ELW #282

It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be -neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t’ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’'n’sall - gra - cious king.

s

A - bove its sad and low-ly plainsthey bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all theearth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay  to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o'er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and
in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.

3You have multiplied exultation;

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders,

and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’Great will be his authority,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Choral Response

“Mary Sat A-Rockin™. ...... ... i Sally K. Albrecht

Children’'s Message

Paster Gene invites all those young or young at heart to come forward for a
special message.

Gospel Acclamation



“O Little Town of Bethlehem”va—2........... ... ... ... ... ... ELW #279

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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(0] lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
0 morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-20

Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.
5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was



expecting a child. ®While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.

8Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. °But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: ™o you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. ™This will be a sign for you: you will find
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” *And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
4“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
he favors!”

5When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” "®So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 7When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child, "®and all who heard
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, "and Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. 2°The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Response

“0 Little Town of Bethlehem” v.3-4

Pastor Gene’s Christmas Message

Hymn of the Day




“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”. . . .............. ... ..., ELW #270

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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I Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.

Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,



God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Sharing the Peace

The peace of the new-born Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering



Offertory Hymn “The First Noel”

The First Noel

ELW #300
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the north - west, o’er
5 Then en - tered in those wise .. men three, full
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cer - tain poor shep - herds in  fields as they lay; in fields  where
in ... the east be - yond . . them far; and to the
wise. . men came . . from coun - try far; to seek for a
Beth - le - hem it  took its  rest; and there it
rev - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
earth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
king was their . . . in - tent, and to fol - low the
did both stop and stay right . . o - ver the
there in his . pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. No - e, No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and frank - in - cense.
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el, No - el Born is the King of Is - ra-el

Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional

God of glory,

great are your wonders among us



and many are the blessings you bestow.

Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world,

that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace,
through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Holy Communion

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

In the night...
Sanctus
Christmas Sanctus
Christmas Sanctus
A.S. Ford Regent Square Henry T. Smart
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1.Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le-lu - ia to the in-fant King of kings!
2. Bless-ed is the new - bornSav - ior, ho - ly name and ho - ly birth.
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Sing his prai - ses, al - le-lu - ia! Now here shines the ho - ly light.
Lay-ing in the low - ly man-ger glo - ry shines oer all the earth
9 Refrain
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Al - le-lu - ia! Al - le-lu - ia! Al -le - lu - ia let us sing!



Words of Institution

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution

God is now in flesh appearing.
Come to the feast of joy!

“Away ina Manger”................. Chad Wartick & Karen McCorkle




“What Childis This?” ... ... .. ... ... .. ELW #296

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
0

This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la- by;

N
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Dbabe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.



“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

NO

ELW #276
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I In - fant ho - ly, in- fant low -1y, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all

saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol

all!
you!



“Now the Heavens Startto Whisper”. . ......................... ACS #901

Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
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1 Now the heav - ens start to whis-per, as the veil is grow-ing thin.

2 Heav - y clouds that block the moon-light now be-gin to drift a - way.

3 Christ,e - ter - nal Sun of jus - tice, Christ, the rose of wis-dom’s seed,
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Earth from slum - ber wakes to lis - ten to the stir-ring, faint with-in:
Dia - mond bril-liance through the dark-ness shines the hope of com-ing day.
come to bless with fire and fra-grance hours of yearn-ing, hurt, and need.
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seed of prom-ise, deep-ly plant-ed, child to spring from Jes - se’s stem!
Christ, the morn-ing star of splen-dor, gleams with-in a world grown dim.
In the lone-1ly, in the strang-er, in the out-cast, hid from view;

Like the soil be - neath the frost-line, hearts grow soft to wel-come him.
Heav-en’s em - ber fans to full-ness; hearts grow warm to wel-come him.
Child who comes to grace the man-ger, teach our hearts to wel-come you.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: SUO GAN, Welsh melody
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Post-Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and
ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the
wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born
in us. Amen.



Candlelight Hymn

Ushers will bring the light down the center aisle. Tilt your unlit candle slightly
toward the lit candle, bringing just the wick into contact with the flame. Once
your wick is lit, gently pull it back and hold it upright to allow the flame to
stabilize before passing the light to the next person in your pew.

“SilentNight” . ....... .. .. . ELW #281

Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schldft,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is  calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - 1ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
0 | \
Yo — ] — N — - | N——
o7 —*— e
i I W/ I L —
J I | I o
ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li- ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li- scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf  in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep  in heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, atyour birth.

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 18201885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787-1863



Blessing

The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, - bless
you with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen.

The congregation extinguishes their candles by holding a cupped hand behind
the lit flame and blowing gently to extinguish the flame.

Closing Hymn

“loytotheWorld”. . ......... ... ... . i ELW #267
Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - ry heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest  the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and  heav'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



Dismissal
Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

NOBLSUISSE. . vt vt it i e e Louis-Claude Daquin



Merry Christmas!

Thank you

to those serving in our worship this evening:

Presiding. . ..ot e Pr. Gene Wickman
Worship MUSICIan. .. ..ot it e e et ee e e Alex Ford
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